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shown by the general biological example, both forms are
current and successful after their kind ; this is equally true
of the typical attitudes. What the one brings about by a
multiplicity of relations, the other gains by monopoly. *
The  fact that often in  their earliest years children
display an   unmistakable   typical attitude   forces us to
assume that it cannot possibly be the struggle for exist-
ence, as it is generally understood, which constitutes the
compelling  factor in favour of a definite attitude.    We
might, however, demur, and indeed with cogency, that even
the tiny infant, the very babe at the breast, has already
an unconscious psychological adaptation to perform, inas-
much as the special character of the maternal influence
leads to specific reactions in the child.   This argument,
though appealing to incontestable facts, has none the less
to yield before the equally unarguable fact that two children
of the same mother may at a very early age exhibit opposite
types, without the smallest accompanying change in the
attitude of the mother    Although nothing would induce
me to underestimate the well-nigh incalculable importance
of parental influence, this experience compels me to con-
clude that the decisive factor must be looked for in the"
disposition of the child   The fact that, in spite of the greatest
possible similarity of external conditions, one child will
assume this type while another that, must, of course, in
the   last   resort he   ascribed   to   individual   disposition.
Naturally in saying this I only refer to those cases which
occur under normal conditions.    Under abnormal condi-
tions, l.e. when there is an extreme and, therefore, abnormal
attitude in the mother, the children can also be coerced into
a relatively similar attitude ; but this entails a violation of
their individual disposition, which quite possibly would have
assumed  another   type if no  abnormal   and  disturbing
external influence had intervened.    As a rule, whenever
such a falsification of type takes place as a result of externai